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PLAJNFIELI CHARTER 1968

ARTICLE I. CITY CORPORATION.

§ 1.1. Short title.

§ 1 .2. Incorporation.

§ 1.3. Defmitions.

§ 1.4. Construction.

§ 1.5. Powers.

§ 1.6. Self-government generally.

ARTICLE II. THE CITY COUNCIL.

§ 2.1. Legislative power.

§ 2.2. City council.

§ 2.3. Qualification; term.

§ 2.4. Vacancies.

§ 2.5. Organization.

§ 2.6. Meetings.

§ 2.7. Procedures.

§ 2.8. lnvestigations; removals.

§ 2.9. Ordinances;veto.

§ 2.10. Separation of powers; administration.

§ 2.11. Compensation.

§ 2.12. Judge of qualifications.

§ 2.13. Clerkofthecouncil.

§ 2.14. Compilation of ordinances and resolutions.

§ 2.15. Enacting clause.

ARTICLE III. THE MAYOR.

§ 3.1. Mayor;term.

§ 3.2. Mayor; qualifications and compensation.

§ 3.3. Vacancies.

§ 3.4. Mayor;general duties.

§ 3.5. Appointments and removals.

§ 3.6. Additional powers and duties.

§ 3.7. Emergencies.

ARTICLE IV. ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION.

§ 4.1. City administrator; appointment and term.

§ 4.2. City administrator; qualifications.

§ 4.3. City administrator; powers and duties.
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§ 4.4. Departments.

§ 4.5. Department heads.

§ 4.6. Department heads; powers and duties.

§ 4.7. Corporation counsel.

§ 4.8. Other appointments.

§ 4.9. Human relations.

ARTICLE V. BUDGET AND CONTROL.

§ 5.1. Fiscalyear.

§ 5.2. Budget document.

§ 5.3. Budget preparation;current operating expenses.

§ 5.4. Budget preparation; capital budget.

§ 5.5. The executive budget.

§ 5.6. Action by the council.

§ 5.7. Budget adoption.

§ 5.8. Budget operation.

§ 5.9. Other staff services.

§ 5.10. Independent agencies.

ARTICLE VI. INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL.

A. INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM.

§ 6.1. Initiative power.

§ 6.2. Referendum power.

§ 6.3. Formandcontentofpetition.

§ 6.4. Certification.

§ 6.5. Amendments.

§ 6.6 Ordinance suspended.

§ 6.7. Submission to council.

§ 6.8. Submission to voters.

§ 6.9. General or special elections.

§ 6.10. Elections generally.

§ 6.11. Publication.

§ 6.12. Ballots.

§ 6.13. Election results.

B. RECALL.

§ 6.14. Recall power.

§ 6.15. Number of signatures.

§ 6.16. Certification: amendment.

§ 6.17. Time for recall election; publication.

§ 6.18. Ballot.
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Several officers.

Election of successor.

Election procedure.

Notices.

Election results.

ARTICLE VII. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Elective city offices.

CounciJmanic wards; reapportionment.

Dual office holding.

Conflict of interests.

Code of ethics.

Fraud of officers or employees.

Duty to testify.

Conviction of crime.

ARTICLE VIII. TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS.

§ 8.1.

t- § 8.2.

§ 8.3.

§ 8.4.

§ 8.5.

§ 8.6.

§ 8.7.

§ 8.8.

§ 8.9.

§ 8.10.

§ 8.11.

§ 8.12.

§ 1:1.1.

§ 1:1-2.

§ 1:1-3.

§ 1:1-4.
`-

§ 1:1-5.

§ 1:1-6.

Transition date.

Existing laws and ordinances.

Elective officers.

Appointive officers and employees.

Administrative code.

Transfer of employees.

Continuity of functions.

Pending actions and proceedings.

Referendum on adoption of this act.

Validation.

Repealer.

Effective date.

PLAINFIELD MUNICIPAL CODE

CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

ARTICLE I. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

How Code designated and cited.

Definitions and rules of construction.

Certified copy of Code admissible into evidence.

Acts by deputy.

Provisions as continuance of existing ordinances.

Effect of repeal of ordinances; revival.

§
§
§
§
§

§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

6.19.

6.20.

6.21.

6.22.

6.23.

7.1.

7.2.

7.3.

7.4.

7.5.

7.6.

7.7.

7.8.
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§ 1: 1-7. Reference to Chapters, Articles or Sections; conflicting Sections.

§ 1: 1-8. Reference includes amendments.

§ 1:1-9. Territorial applicability.

§ 1:1-10. Chapters, Articles, Sections and Subsections; designations, headings

and catch.Iines.

§ 1:1-Il. Interpretation of Section numbers.

§ 1:1-12. Notices, reports, statements, applications, and records to be

written and in English.

§ 1:1-13. Severability of parts of Code.

§ 1:1-14. General penalty.

§ 1:1-15. Fees for copies of official records and other charges.

§ 1:1-16. Charge for processing returned check because of irregularity.

CHAPTER 2.

ADMINISTRATION.

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL.

§ 2:1-1. Short title.

§ 2:1-2. Definitions; construction.

ARTICLE 2. CITY COUNCIL.

§ 2:2-1. Council; composition; Councilmen elected.

§ 2:2-2. Organizational meeting.

§ 2:2-3. President of Council.

§ 2:2-4. Duties of President of Council.

§ 2:2-5. Council as committee of the whole;Chairman.

§ 2:2-6. Disqualification of Councilman.

§ 2:2-7. Clerk of the Council; duties.

§ 2:2-8. Mayor's participation in Council meetings.

§ 2:2-9. Regular meetings.

§ 2:2-10. Special meetings.

§ 2:2-Il. Agenda.

§ 2:2-12. Quorum; adjournment.

§ 2:2-13. Voting.

§ 2:2-14. Suspension of rules or order of business.

§ 2:2-15. Order of business.

§ 2:2-16. Rulesoforder.

§ 2:2-17. Debates.

§ 2:2-18. Question and subject matter before Council.

§ 2:2-19. Motions.

§ 2:2-20. Reconsideration of questions.

§ 2:2-21. Ordinances.

§ 2:2-22. Amendments.
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§ 2:2-23. Resolutions.

§ 2:2-24. Appointments.

§ 2:2-25. Independent annual audit.

ARTICLE 3. MAYOR

§ 2:3-1. Mayor; powers and duties.

§ 2:3-2. Acting Mayor.

§ 2:3-3. Appointments and removals; suspension.

§ 2:3-4. Interim appointments.

§ 2:3-5. Appointment to Boards and Commissions.

ARTICLE 4. CORPORATION COUNSEL 114 HOUSE.

§ 2:4-1. Corporation Counsel.

§ 2:4-2. Corporation Counsel; powers and duties.

§ 2:4-3. Assistant Corporation Counsels.

§ 2:4-4. City Solicitor.

§ 2:4-5. City Prosecutor.

§ 2:4-6. Compromise and settlement.

§ 2:4-7. Records and reports.

§ 2:4-8. Special Counsel.

§ 2:4-9. Compensation.

§ 2:4-10. Municipal Public Defender.

ARTICLE 5. CITY ADMINISTRATOR.

§ 2:5-1. City Administrator.

§ 2:5-2. City Administrator; powers and duties.

§ 2:5-3. Acting City Administrator.

§ 2:5-4. Deputy City Administrator; Office of Economic Development.

§ 2:5-4.1. Director of Model Cities Program as Deputy City

Administrator.

§ 2:5-4.2. Division of City Clerk.

§ 2:5-5. Human Relations Commission Director; staff.

§ 2:5-6. Public Information Officer.

§ 2:5-7. Appointment of Field Representative.

§ 2:5-8. Training required.

§ 2:5-9. Department heads; powers and duties.

§ 2:5-10. Administrative regulations.

v
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ARTICLE 6. DEPARTMENTOF ADMINISTRATION

AND FINANCE.

§ 2:6-1. Department Director; Administrative Assistant.

§ 2:6-2. Economic Development Committee.

§ 2:6-3. Reserved.

§ 2:6-4. Bureau of Licenses.

§ 2:6-5. Division of Administrative Services.

§ 2:6-6. Purchasing Agent.

§ 2:6-7. Division of Audit and Control.

§2:6-8. Bond issues.

§ 2:6-9. Division of Assessments.

§ 2:6-10. Division of Treasury.

§ 2:6-bA. Division of Tax Collection.

§ 2:6-11. Insurance Fund Commission.

§ 2:6-12. Disbursements.

§ 2:6-13. Division of Personnel.

§ 2:6-14. Safety and Accident Review Board.

§ 2:6-15. Proceeds of Fire Insurance Policies; Payment of Municipal

Liens.

§ 2:6-16. Division of Health and Social Services.

§ 2:6-17. Division ofWelfare.

ARTICLE 7. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND SAFETY.

§ 2:7-1. Department Director.

§ 2:7-2. Advisory Review Board.

§ 2:7-3. Disciplinary hearings.

§2:7-4. Reserved.

§ 2:7-5. Municipal Disaster Control Director; Deputy Director.

§ 2:7-6. Municipal Disaster Control Director; powers and duties.

§ 2:7-7. Division of Police.

§ 2:7-8. Organization and personnel.

§ 2:7-9. Rules and Regulations.

§ 2:7-10. Functions.

§ 2:7-11. Crime Prevention Advisory Committee.

§ 2:7-12. Police Chaplain; position created; appointment;

qualifications.

§ 2:7-13. Auxiliary Police Unit - Special Police.

§ 2:7-13k Mutual Police Aid.

§ 2:7-13B. Assignment for off-duty private or quasi-public functions.

§ 2:7-14. Fire Division.

`V
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§ 2:7-15. Organization and personnel.

§ 2:7-16. Rules and Regulations.

§ 2:7-17. Functions.

* 2:7-18. Bureau of Fire Prevention.

§ 2:7-19. Adoption of Fire Prevention Code.

§ 2:7-20. AuxiliaryFire Unit.

§ 2:7-21. Division of Signal Systems.

§ 2:7-22. Reserved.

r
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§ 2:7-23. Independence Day Committee.

§ 2:7-24. Recreation Advisory Committee.

§ 2:7-25. Reserved.

§ 2:7-26. Health Advisory Consortium.

§ 2:7-27. Reserved.

§ 2:7-28. Reserved.

§ 2:7-29. Alcoholic Education Rehabilitation and Training Project

Project Alert; Dudley House; Alertop.

§ 2:7-30. Reserved.

§2:7-31. Reserved.

§2:7-32. Reserved.

§ 2:7-32A. Reserved.

§ 2:7-32B. Reserved.

§ 2:7-32C. Reserved.

§ 2:7-32D. Reserved.

§ 2:7-32E. Reserved.

§2:7-33. Reserved.

ARTICLE 8. DEPARThENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT.

§ 2:8-1. Department Director.

§ 2:8-2. Powers and duties.

§ 2:8-3. Division of Engineering.

§ 2:8-3.1. Reserved.

§ 2:8-4. Division of Public Works.

§ 2:8-5. Bureau of Sewers and Pumping Stations.

§ 2:8-6. Reserved.

§ 2:8-7. Bureau of Shade Trees and Beautification.

§ 2:8-8. Bureau of City Garage.

§ 2:8-8.1. Bureau of Public Buildings and Grounds.

§ 2:8-8.2. Reserved.

§ 2:8-8.3. Reserved.

§ 2:8-8.4. Bureau of Streets.

§ 2:8-8.5. Bureau of Sanitation.

§ 2:8-8.6. Bureau of Signs and Markings.

§ 2:8-8.7. Bureau of Transfer Station.

§ 2:8-8.7.1. Recycling.

§ 2:8-8.8. Bureau of Parking.

§ 2:8-9. Beautification Committee.

§ 2:8-10. Division of Planning and Community Development.
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§ 2:8-10.1. Traffic and Parking Committee.

§ 2:8-11. Office of the Urban Development Policy.

§ 2:8-12. Plainfield Homesteading Program.

§2:8-13. Reserved.

§ 2:8-13.1. Reserved.

§ 2:8-14. Reserved.

§2:8-15. Reserved.

§ 2:8-16. Division of Recreation.

§ 2:8-17. Division of Recreation Summer Day Camp; fees.

§ 2:8-18. Division of Inspections.

§2:8-19. State Uniform Construction Code Enforcing Agency.

§2:8-19A. Established.

§ 2:8-19B. Board of Appeals.

§ 2:8-19C. Fee schedule.

§2:8-19D. Reserved.

§ 2:8-19E. Reserved.

§ 2:8-20. Use ofportable, liquid-fueled heaters ban; violation; penalties.

§ 2:8-21. Waiver of construction permit fees for disabled persons.

ARTICLE 9. MUNICIPAL COURT.

§ 2:9-1. Establishment of Municipal Court.

§ 2:9-2. Name of Municipal Court.

§ 2:9-3. Seal of Municipal Court.

§ 2:9-4. Judge, appointment and tenure.

§ 2:9-5. Stenographic services.

§ 2:9-6. Powers of Municipal Court and of the Judge.

§ 2:9-7. Clerk and personnel: compensation.

§ 2:9-8. Place of and time of Court.

§ 2:9-9. Qualifications of Judge.

§ 2:9-10. Additional Municipal Judge.

ARTICLE 10. BUDGET AND PURCHASING PROCEDURES.

§ 2:10-1. Budget document.

§ 2:10-2. Budget preparation.

§ 2:10-3. Council action.

§ 2:104. Budget operation.

§ 2:10-5. Purchasing in general.

§ 2:10-6. Award of contract; Bids Committee.

§ 2:10-7. Purchases by quotation.

` `S
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§ 2:10-8. Emergency purchases.

§ 2:10-9. Standards and tests.

§ 2:10-10. Procedure.

§ 2:10-11. Joint purchase agreements.

§ 2:10-12. Execution of City contracts.

§ 2:10-13. Form of questionnaire.

§ 2:10-14. Classification of bidders.

§ 2:10-15. Rejection of bids.

ARTICLE 11. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

§ 2:11-1. Staffing.

§ 2:11-2. Surety bond.

§ 2:11-3. Conflict of interest; ethics.

§ 2:11-4. Public records.

§ 2:11-5. Delivery of funds and records.

§ 2:11-6. Public office hours.

CHAPTER 3

AGENCiES, BOARDS, COMMiSSIONS,AND COMMIVFEES.

ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

§ 3:1-1. General provisions.

ARTICLE 1A. ALCOHOLIC EDUCATIONAND

REHABILITATION TRAINING PROGRAM

PROJECTALERT.

§ 3:IA-1. Creation of Project Alert Advisory Board.

§ 3:1A-2. Membership; terms of office.

§ 3:1A-3. Schedule of rents and fees.

ARTICLE 2. BEAUTIFICATION COMMIITEE.

§ 3:2-1. Beautification Committee; functions.

uiii.i
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ARTICLE 3. RESERVED.

ARTICLE 4. CONSTRUCTIONBOAR] OF APPEALS.

§ 3:4-1. Established.

ARTICLE 5. BOARD OF EDUCATION.

§ 3:5-1. Establishment.

a
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ARTiCLE 6 ADVISORY REVIEW BOARD.

§ 341. Selection of Advisory Review Board Panel.

§ 3:6-2. Selection of Advisory Review Boards.

§ 343. Challenges to Composition of Advisory Review Boards.

§ 344. Clerk to Advisory Rearing Board,

§ 345. Jurisdiction.

§ 346. Presiding Officers.

§ 347. Time in which disciplinary action must be brought.

§ 348. Practice and Procedure at Disciplinary Proceedings.

§ 349. Appeal.

ARTICLE 7. COMMISSiONERS OF ASSESSMENTS.

§ 3:7-1. Establishment.

§ 3:7-2. Composition;appointment; terms.

§ 3:7-3. Commissioners interested in assessment.

§ 3:74. Powers.

§ 3:7-5. Appeals.

ARTICLE 8. CRIME PREVENTION ADVISORY COMMI1TEE.

§ 3:8-1. Crime Prevention Advisory Committee.

ARTICLE 9. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE.

§ 3:9-1. Establishment.

§ 3:9-2. Terms of office and compensation.

§ 3:9-3. Duties.

ARTICLE 10. FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY.

§ 3:10-1. Validation proceedings heretofore taken establishing a Public

Library and Reading Room and Board of Directors.

§ 3:10-2. Creation of Board of Trustees; number; appointment; term.

§ 3:10-3. Trustees; organization; officers; certificate; recording and filing.

§ 3:104. Tax levy; additional levy.

§ 3:10-5. Trustees; powers; employees.

§ 3:10-6. Trustees; treasurer; bond and duties.

§ 3:10-7. Trustees; compensation;lixnitation on amount of indebtedness.

§ 3:10-8. Trustees:annual reports.

§ 3:10-9. Appropriation for furnishing.

§ 3:10-10. Fines expended for library purposes.
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§ 3:10-11. Use of money paid by library to City treasury.

§ 3:104 2. Devises and requests to Trustees.

§ 3:10-13. Loan and investment offunds received as gifts or bequests.

§ 3:10-14. Custody of Securities; report; minutes.

§ 3:10-15. Gifts of works of art; acceptance and maintenance.

§ 3:10-16. Gifts or bequests accepted by the City; expenditure.

ARTICLE bA. GREEN BROOK FLOOD CONTROL COMMISSION.

§ 3:10A4. Green Brook flood Control Commission; organization; duties;

appropriations; budget; quorum; withdrawal.

§ 3:1OA-2. Plainfleld representatives; alternates; term of office.

ARTICLE U. HEALTH ADVISORY CONSORTIUM.

§ 3:11-1. Health Advisory Consortium.

ARTICLE hA. HiSTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION.

§ 3:11A-1. Establishment.

ARTICLE 12. HOUSING AUTHORITY.

§ 3:12-1. Establishment of Authority.

§ 3:12-2. Powers of Authority.

§ 3:12-3. Preliminary actions of the Housing Authority and City.

§ 3:12-4. Composition; appointment; term; compensation.

§ 3:12-5. Administration of projects.

ARTICLE 13. HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION.

§ 3:13-i. Establishment.

§ 3:13-2. Organization.
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